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Research progress on signal pathways related to prevention and treatment of hypertension target organ
damage by traditional Chinese medicine

ZHOU Jiatan', LU Jiangi*, LUO Wenkuan', YANG Min' (1. Graduate School, Guangxi University of Chinese
Medicine, Nanning 530001, China;Z2. Dept. of Cardiology/Branch of National Clinical Medical Research Center
for Cardiovascular Diseases of Traditional Chinese Medicine, the First Affiliated Hospital of Guangxi University
of Chinese Medicine, Nanning 530023, China)

ABSTRACT Hypertension is a common cardiovascular disease. At present, the prevalence and mortality of hypertension in China
continue to rise, the morbidity and mortality of complications remain high. The continuous increase of blood pressure can cause
damage to multiple target organs such as heart, brain, kidney and blood vessels. This article reviews the research progress of signal
pathways related to the prevention and treatment of hypertension target organ damage by traditional Chinese medicine, and
summarizes six signal pathways related to RhoA/ROCK, renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system, endothelin-1/nitric oxide,
transforming growth factor-f3,/Smads, phosphatidylinositide 3-kinases/protein kinase B, and Toll-like receptor 4/nuclear transcription
factor-kB, in order to provide theoretical evidence for further research on clinical diagnosis and treatment of hypertension and its

target organ damage.

KEYWORDS traditional Chinese medicine; hypertension; target organ damage; signal pathway
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i NG A i PRAEAR , 3 BEA B0 e 2 10 ™ o
27 LA R A B S 1A 20 REAEUR w25 Z2 50 | 2230 1%
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B R Z AN e H Ry Z 0L 7 Ik 52 )8 e, i ) =k
PR W RIRLZ B T 3 R T Il S
B PR E 2 DI AE G 5 (R ) - FONEAE B ic 28 1f, B R H-
L NSl o s -RREEER S, 46 22 2 8 T A R AR
S ST HE AR, e R A AE A/ BHAR A R BRI 5
FPHELECPHE O - LB ) T I8 “ TR AMERL” , 5K A5
FEC A BEZEmE ) i a0 AT Sk, R B R, IR
ST IR I I 2 1 E SO KR 1A W DR R TR
B INEGRAECT ST ) 3k RS L AR -
W2z A8 ARSI R, Tk AR 5
WISk B o 28 1, AT I s Ao o7 S A IE Y
JEAS AR, H A EEHOR R R K R IR B ORE,
VI R 2R IR RVRE, JE B2 IR, AR5
T, TR E A BRAILH |, KOUE 2 5 A IR ph 28 R GE T
HERAT G, IR 22 R A 5 25 - 100 A8 SR 0K 2K -1 [T ) 3R 458
(renin-angiotensin-aldosterone system,RAAS )i i% , HEIIE
22 55 IR 5 AT A8 B RGP R AR
FEIRTT 23 UIAH M, 5 5 24 B 0 v 1l g B 40 Y
DL IEAEAR” Ry S8BT I
2 PHBEEMNEHEEREHEXLESERE
2.1 RhoA/ROCK{ESi&EEE

Rho Z¢ 648 & —2H 5 1 = #R (guanosine triphos-
phate, GTP) 454 # 11, RhoA 42 Rho K il BF 55 8¢ )™
1Z 0 —FhE A, 1 ROCK & RhoA 11 R U , E 2L &
ROCK1 1 ROCK2, RhoA-ROCK AJ ff: S — Ff 43 F
XK, B3 A &M R I K B (spontaneous hypertensive
rats, SHR) 915 51 K A 1 240 A aok B A0 i 47 i 2= RN
4 (reactive oxygen species, ROS) ({55, LL“FTIF 7 1fiL
BV WS A v A2, DTS 9 SHR A9 I 455 I 4 T fig , JE
PN Bz 40 R P A 0 ) (), AR 0 S 2 A 4 4324, A AL
BREE %4 (myosin light chain, MLC ) B2 Bl PE, iR
Ca™ fC i M MLC i 2 1k, , {7 1 8 ~F- 7 L 48 B2 (vascular
smooth muscle cell, VSMC) F= A= FRE2 il 4 , i 25
it 3y bk s R A & 2B (181 1), A7 40 2718, RhoA/ROCK
T R A5 PR U LA D BB A OGS 53 6 T s Il e
TE Y A Tl 10078 52 5 I S Fi 2 v 24 AT g ol 9T
RhoA/ROCK {5551 ¢ OR-47 0o MEATLAS , DA T A 4% Bl ¥
e I R B 40 BT

.
i N T —

e
&3
=3
2
N
o
E

E1 RhoA/ROCKEESiEKE
2.1.1  BHIAEMEECOIERSS E R E S SCE"
FE RPN, N 25 A AL o 1 K B A8 O B H 2L ROCK L,
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RhoA | ¥ fb 4 K K ¥ B (transforming growth factor- (3,
TGF-B)mRNA FIE 357K ¥, AR URR 84 it ) Tt
MU T a4 %3k % 11 (angiotensin 11, Ang 11 ) 1
4 i 2 6 (interleukin-6, 1L-6) A1 i3 PR FE K F- o (tumor
necrosis factor-a, TNF-a) [ &, i RhoA/ROCK
T I TR A DR s IR OO R . R A
S, FRIRER AT 8 1 e K BRC JLZH 21 RhoA \ROCK
mRNA K 35 13235, A TL-6 7KF K 8 k46 e ks )s
o0 N TR E, S0 e BT 4 A %, FE B R R R AT 3
1L 4% RhoA/ROCK {5 1 1M B IR UL T | 50 0 360
JULE B E A

2.1.2 MflE RS AS E R AR
i, B A 0% AL AT T 14 SHR #) RhoA \ROCK \MLC
1% fi J% 1ML % N B2 A K IR F (vascular endothelial growth
factor, VEGF)mRNA 7K~F-, b8 S A 157 AL I (super-
oxide dismutase, SOD) 7G4, T #l1 il RhoA/ROCK {55
T, B A R I0HS TS N R 20 M A s
2.2 RAASESERE

AW R RAAS 553l 22 5 v e i) B

AR, AT AT A3 4k B i 2 0 SR A 1 A f
ar B LHZL, DO i FAEY, RAAS DRk 2
S A& L B FEZEALE 2 — I PR R R
(plasma renin activity, PRA) FI Ifil % % 7K & % 1k i
(angiotensin-converting enzyme, ACE) ., Il % % 7K & 52
A % [ (aldosterone , ALD) & Ang I .Ang I \Ang III
G FINER MR, OISR R /55 ACE 2/
I3 % 5K Z 1~7[angiotensin(1-7) , Ang(1-7)]/Mas SZ A&
BAR I M TR B LA | R AN I | RS 1L A PN B Bl
(E2)™, wrzla] i il P8 4% RAAS D40 AT S JE , A
(1SRG WA A EE i,

=

Ang |

] ACE

Al Je—|

1 0 il S0 |

Ang(1-7)
i
| Yok R L T REFRITR T I |@fa{<m/ﬁxmm.\aﬁ#m&|
PRA 1 ke

B2 RAAS{EESEKE

2.2.1 P MEITECC IS EHE AR E
P, KRR ZE (- AZ FA] 3 SHR Y Ang(1-7) ACE 2 L)
S Mas 1 £ 1 Fll mRNA ik K F-, 7 94 ALD 1 Ang 1l
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K, LLVEAS ACE 2/Ang (1-7)/Mas 52 4%l , #17] RAAS
A T NI R PR IR VE R o BRI AR R
I, 235506 M E )7 T U, SHR f I L ALD #11 Ang 11
IR R R, VG e a4l i R R R B 220 5 IR S
2 IHAR LR R SR A R %05 T R A ) RAAS 15
S T B IR TR D )R
2.2.2 J0i R TR IERR AR E L S 2 A
KB, T BT ] R 8 ACE \Ang 11 1 132 {& (angio-
tensin Il type 1 receptor, ATIR) "5 % .Ang Il 2 ALD f
PRI, BN A — %5 Ak A5 T (endothelial nitric
oxide synthase, eNOS)mRNA 1) & ik 7K -, i /0 i Ji 2T
AE R, NI RAAS {5538 B35 1 (o 1 45 87 5K L i
JE RRAR, 298 17 i A0 1 L T 0 I . AR R
I, 507 5 4 A6 42 B v] REIC SHR A 1L #1 Ang 1T
ACEWKEE 34 ACE 2 B 1323 3 41 i ask B 8 1
RAAS {5530 % 1M 28 B WEAG 22 o 0 A 45 ik 52, &2
75 15 5 F 7] I SHR () PRA #l Ang 1T 3k K, 461
RAAS {55l BTG M, AT R I Hs , 90 /s o 5
NEJE R A s e
2.3 ET-1NOESiEE

P} % (endothelin, ET) & —F 4 & £k, &4 3
AhE A (ET-1. ET-2 ET-3) 1 21 44 K2 ik, Horp ET-1
JE N0 I A 2R G R i I BR R LAY BT SR 1AM
—%UfbA (nitric oxide,NO) Hi Il R Gt H11 eNOS 77
i o A BE R & 1F (cyclic guanosine monophosphate,
cGMP) 6 M HIL | & 44 Z b AR W12 D e, 7E 9 )
VSMC i , W] AT P 5 17 TR A E i -cGMP A i 1 2
P BGE A, NI AT SR A" s MBI 40T, P9 Bz 4
LA RS A A M N, P B A L 5 R i ET-1
Ang [T 55 A B AT A= P T 01 A e A 1l A8 S , DARAIR
NO AR FIEE , T35 4 e i (18 3)™, AT UL, ET-1/
NO {5538 B E P42 1L Hs B 6 s 1 S0 & 0 3 7 1
RARE BEVEN . T2y a] % ET-1/NO {5538 %
B VA5 A A B AR I A

i H cGMP

, e | e ey _
AT oNos) L MBI | S5 5 s PR
N
% SN
i
i
B

\ I AR
LINERGES

E3 ET-I/NO{ESEKE

2.3.1  JP i T ECE IR AR B R AR
PR, AT A 0k A 3 1 o R M e i A
B 91 9 R 0 [R) PR DR R \ET-1 A1 NO 223K 1 AR

FEOMET-1 fl Ang 1T
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I FE, 2 D Re AT Bl K G 20 o X e A 4
T, 525 S ] AR LR A S S IURE K SRS ET
SB[ (total cholesterol, TC) A1 =t H i (triglyceride,
TG) K, $2 5 eNOS F1 5 — A6 & & B (total nitric
oxide synthase, T-NOS) /K-~ , ) Tfij i i 445 ET-1/NO
S R R R R LR 1 T RE R
2.3.2 M IR TSNS A EE U R
T, BIR b B 37 7T 38 1 21 1 ET-1/NO 7K -2 A S 47 7 1fi.
B AR R I A PN R DR . AR B
ZEE AL T H SHR A9 ET-1 F1 Ang [ /KF , 425 NO
F1eNOS £, M 24 1 1M A WA 4 T A I iy , o8 1 5
SERIRAE o BT I SRR ST, FE R T NI /D I SAE A
TR T R SRR (M A2 IR, T ET-1/NO 7K, M i
IFi) 2 22 g o R AR I R P
2.4 TGF-B/Smads {5 Si# &

TGF-B: I B RS A M AR 5T i A A, 75 VSMC
A R , S BT 24 200 M 8 A I 1] UL BT 24 400 i
1k, B2 5w i A A Y, Smads
F R & TGF-B. 5 538 A0 T U4 o5, H 5 a5
Smad 2 ,Smad 3 55 TGF-B, Z K455 5 g Bk b Fnisis
M B T A%, fE b e It PR 7 s MO LA
2R 40 %% 4k ; 11 Smad 7 7] 38 o T Smad 2 Al Smad 3
I R AL M A5 5 5% R B (L 4) . AN,
TGF-B/Smads 5538 i 5 B AL e 396 5% 1l 7 =4 4
Tl JULZI0 B 353 405 s A B 27 Hi Ak | ST 28 WS R 0 VT A
X 2 AT o T 15 TGF-B1/Smads 38 B 5K 57 14 15 IfiL
JFE TR COE B B i A

5 TGE-B Skt i CIR A T2k 0
erasie | e [ EERZE

EBERR AL 5 s VSMC H45
i
I
S fel 1 4 S —
30 oG A G LR

FONEANEAY
W LT AL

El4 TGF-B./Smads (=S iEKE

241 Fip @ MR SO ER E R E BRal e
WS R RS T R O WAL 2L TGF-B,.Smad 2.,
Smad 3. - WLENE H . IL-6 A1 TNF-a mRNA B
1, B S B0 Smad 7 &5, N H$E TGE-
B/Smads 15 = i A 9 AE P -2 3K , 2 1M ol 38 i i
JEFTEURO LT 4E4 . Meng 25 % B, B Bz n]
TGF-B: ¢35 F1 Smad 2. Smad 3 BiE2 1k, I Smad 7 &
i, 0 T R D 8 1 A i, DT e e £ i 5|
IR IELF AL, PRASp e S P, i O D fig o

2.4.2  BGESIMEITECE IR ERE S E A
SR, e T $2 25 SHR 19 Smad 7 & &, A% TGF-
Bi.Ang I .Smad 4 FZik7K -, 18 %% Smad 2. Smad 3 B iR
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1, AR PRI P AR 1 L ILTE Bo- TR A 1 1 2 3, Bl
IINERFIE /NG I TR A A TR, DA T 458 TGF-B./Smads i
B, PR v IR T R R AL U B A . BT
TH , JHUER P 2ok YR R ] 32 A H 57 7 R B2 P AY 1 (tran-
sient receptor potential vanilloid 1, TRPV1) A1 4§l i] TGF-
B1/Smads {5 1t ¢ P 2% X B 1 A9 08 , a0 e IAEL T P
BRI -
2.4.3 WIS 0 BT BUN A R A
J& B, Tk 37 38 0RE AT 4] SHR i 45 4h B TGF-B, Al
Smad 3 33k M| TGF-By/Smad {5 3@ #% , I T I 5h
A A T | TR Sk P, 3 T RARR L 33 2% 1 A
HMEE A He S5 1A , 15 A% [ R 37 AT 38 2o 1 ) TGF-
B/Smads 17551 B& A Uk /> VSMC 3458 R LT AR, AT
O LA 25 .
2.5 PIBK/Akt{ESi@ER

s NG Tk LA 3 3 /i (phosphatidylinositide 3-kinases,
PI3K) S — 0 o A W JIE Tk FTL B, P JAts R 0 O
A1 5 7 (I B (protein kinase B, Akt) , LAIE 7 24 fifd 134
FAR AL . A BESE R WL, I bR PISK I M R 5 PISK/
AKt(5 S5, n s 0 WL 2 S A N SR LA
PR, 5 VSMC BYSS 58 B F% R TR oAk, SR I
G YA BN BN K e R, A0 R I AR I A A R
FIEACRL (1815)™, 2y n] i i %) PIBK/Akt 5 1
SO EEYE R 2= DA O PN LN = D d K= E G

L T
[PBK]—— AT —— [T Rl

/\

—l

1k o e 7=HENO WA T ] LT
E5 PISK/Akt{sS1@KE
2.5.1  HlE LR T ECO RS ELE O RS E

PR, Kb FH A T2 3% 7] B SHR 1Y ATIR #1 Ang [T ik 7K
-, 4% 5 PI3K ., Akt [ mRNA %35 7K, #1141 Ang 11/
ATIR Gl G , 20 1F PISK/Akt {5 538 5 ) e IR A4S, DA
MR RO UZHZ . Cheng S0, 1 K
WKL ] A R %K SHR 19 Ang 1T\ 8% 2 1k PI3K (phos-
phorylated PI3K, p-PI3K) . i [i2 ft. Akt (phosphorylated
Akt, p-Akt) Fl B 41 fg ik 9% 2 (B cell lymphoma-2, Bcl-
2)3R3KKF-, $&15 ROS TG HEFI Bel-2 A1 ¢ X & 1 (B-cell
lymphoma-2 associated X protein, Bax) & i, M IMHER =
I H TR O I RE AN T

2.5.2  ME G NPT ECE IERE AR B SRR A
G R, Z R E W] F I8 SHR A9 p-Akt R LIEFL s
5 IA%F Z 46 11 (phosphorylated mammalian target of ra-
pamycin, p-mTOR) & Bax /K, [+ & SOD i 4 #l Bcl-2
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IR 90 B /INER 55 N R D T A DT AR, AT A
PI3K/Akt/p-mTOR i % , 38 B b 15 il 40 R HE,
525 1 0 BE R ] ) 8 PISK/AKkt {5 5 i % 3 4, bR
PISK I Akt (1235 , DA I A0 i 10 s Jr 500 A 35
FEZZ B A ALt R

2.5.3  HCGEE IR BOCL A I R EEY
B, Kb BH i 37 Al {8 25 13 P PISK . Akt, Bel-2 Al
Bax [ 25 /K- B 5 WA, DT85 PISK/ Akt 3 P Y
F A BEER AL , 17 R I 400 1) 20 B0 T A iR
BRI PRI RE . Zhang SR B, )15 1%
REA T 2 XU SHR S8 30 ok -1 LA AR PISK/Akt
BRI DT BEL L 240 B 398 5 K RS S KA L PR RN
2.5.4 W R AT UM AE R AR EBE ARk
PR, Y U4 % 3 Al 2 7 PISK Akt p-Akt . eNOS K iR 1k
— 4 fk & & i (phosphorylated nitric oxide synthase, p-
eNOS) Fy B KF-, T 4% PISK/Akt/eNOS {551 %
R AR BE TG N K D Re BRI R . e R g -
SRR AR A |, 22 0 F T ) EAIK W AH DG Y PISKY
AR5 38 T AT A v 0L 78 I A ) Dt e
Mo TR AR E , B KA R D RE fE 2 PIBK/AKY
eNOS {553 J% v iy B 11 2R3, 14 v 2 B i 2 I I
li£ (high-density lipoprotein cholesterol, HDL-C) 11 eNOS
o, AR M (R 55 B 29+ 1 (intercellular cell adhesion
molecule-1,ICAM-1) K IE7K-F-F2h ok e Ak 4840,
T AR LS HC I N B e = Bl ko722

2.6 TLR 4/NF-«kB {5 SiE %

Toll B£3Z 1A 4 (Toll-like receptor 4, TLR 4) & 41 B N
BERIEZHEO R AR Z IR AR S i A Ang 115509
O JIE AR AE IV E 9 ) E A L, ADRHE S S R AN,
1% 40 MO A TN 1) % 5 5% X F- kB (nuclear transcription fac-
tor-kB, NF-«kB) , _F il S SE AN A 13235 7KF , AT fg ik
HAGAERI (K16) . AWF5ERI i #47% TLR 4/NF-
kB 5 S5 T, AT e I H AH DG 1 98 A A48 AN
AT B 36 i 0L T SRS g A T 24 AT X
TLR 4/NF-«B {5 538 i A4 1l R i 4 A A S B ARR ai
& Biia B I Al A 5

et

[rir | et | [ s
El6 TLR 4/NF-B {5 Si# K E

2.6.1 il = R T ECE IR AR ELE
WEFEUESE , M e 22 K2 20 43 Wl 3 5 % IR SHR IfiL 37
Ang Il ¥, 30| TLR 4/NF-kB {553 % oA DG 1
TLR 4 I NF-kB p65 [ 381k , {8 B Ik JRy i 1) 5 4 A Dk
A NI AR E AT . Zhao %51 & B, B A (40 AL AT i

thEZG G 2023 4E45 34 545 51



SHR [l H A 4 AE K F- \TLR 4 TGF-B FlbR AR 11 7
A, DA A& i B, A B 400 vy, s BT 38y W 4 3
2.6.2 il R AT U AE A B X &S
B, 25 S5 ALK S I T i 4 N B 40 TP TLR 4 96
is , I ¥ NF-xB # #ill #& F1 « (inhibitor alpha of NF-kB,
IkBa) 8 (7K F, AT I8 45 TLR 4/NF-wB {5538 B 5
TR SR SO B e I P BT ML A8 N B A R . 2R R
SERGE |, 527 S R K TR R T R AT AR PR A 4
1L 4 H 1 (monocyte chemoattractant protein-1, MCP-1) 1
Ang 11K 3@ 3098 7 Ang (1-7) & &, N33l
JIKZH 21 N H 0 TLR 4/NF-kB {5 538 B A 75 P, M 7
il 5 X HS BT B AE SR

3 HREERE

R TR R U A B MR L BT 2
FHBHES RS I SRR A ik s &
J7 S A 22 R B AR AR SR, 7R A I T, 22 i i
PRAEAR , U0 i L I A8 S 0 400 3 5 T RICR
W2, BT RN, F 25Tl g RhoA/ROCK \RAAS |
ET-1/NO,TGF-B,/Smads .PI3K/Akt , TLR4/NF-«kB &£

T T E i, DD I T B R AR R B R

T BERRMEBIR  HAERILH S A 2l 2

B 3 ZAE FHPLTR S B o AR B UIAR G .

HAl, B 245 B3 e 1 o 2 A8 N ST I
PRI ISR/ | B = BSOS W FRIEAR HE I
R R WIS o DRIk, 5 B0 5 2 i b DX A
FERING AR, AN R DX AT BA 44 B= A3, e A7l
P, AT 22 v RO R, USRI T 2 rp e
PG R B IE R 20k . eAh, i b B2y
Bt s I A BT 22 Jeg BRAE I PR VRS RN 245 )TN 7 1
XFH IR 5T L & Joa BIL T R 28 35 4 7R O THT AR AN A2
M H Z2H0m RO R0 T rh 25 A v fae a1k, i
K5 IG PRI E 25 AT L. Rt Rl i — 20
a2 v B 28 A% 7R M SRR S8 T T TS, AR

55l AT R b IR AR Z T E ARG = I

BEER EUE A E AL, O 5 PR e B A

W TT AL L AR T LU, T K rh 2540 i

FRIR YT Y0 L, A A ] rh R 2 A & e

S 3k
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